Second Sunday of Advent, Year C, December 6 2015
Baruch 5:1-9

Psalm 126

Philippians 1:4-6,8-11

Luke 3:1-6

Merry Christmas!
The world wants us to be merry, to be happy. What with all those ads in the newspaper and those cheery ads on TV with their snappy jingles. Online the computer knows what you want to buy for Christmas because the powers behind the computer know your every stoke, your every swipe, your very wishes.

We know that what the world counts as happiness could be next year’s donation to the Sodality’s rummage sale.

We in the religion business deal with joy. We don’t put our trust in happiness that’s here today and gone tomorrow. We place our trust not in Amazon nor Kohls nor Walmart for joy. Lord, we place our trust in you. “The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.” (Psalm 126)
Did you know that we can be filled with joy and still be unhappy?

Take our first reading from Baruch. Here the people of God were ripped away from their homes and their temple. They were in slavery in a foreign land. No happiness there. Yet this reading is filled with joy because they had hope and sure knowledge that the Lord their God will release them from slavery and bring them home again. “God is leading Israel in joy by the light of his glory, with his mercy and justice for company.” 
When Paul wrote his letter to his fellow Christians in Philippi, he was in jail. No happiness there. “Brothers and sisters: I pray always with joy in my every prayer for all of you, because of your partnership for the gospel from the first day until now.” Paul finds joy in the communion of saints praying that their love for the Lord and each other may increase ever more and more in knowledge and every kind of perception, to discern what is of value. What is valuable for Paul is not happiness that is so elusive but joy in the mystery of Jesus Christ.
John was in the desert, probably for a long time. No happiness there – eating grasshoppers and dressed in camel hair. No McDonald’s nor Macy’s there. He finally was made ready for preaching by the Lord. He was to prepare the way of the Lord.

As followers of Jesus Christ, sure we can be happy. Why not? Toys and trinkets. Clothes and kotschkies. Even socks and underwear. We like to be happy and bring happiness to others. Underneath it all, however , we rely on joy. Joy is a deeper reality. Joy is a mystery. Even in the midst of unhappiness we can still be joyful.

Take Mother Teresa. Was she happy all the time? No. Especially towards the end of her run here on earth. She felt more sorrow and disappointment feeling closer to the Cross of Christ rather than close to the Babe of Bethlehem. She still continued her good works because it was based on joy – joy of helping the poor, the dying, the lost, and abandoned. She found joy in her sisters and brothers like Paul did with his Christian family in Philippi. Joy was the driving force that kept her going even when she bore the Cross of Christ in her heart.
Joy brings hope and hope brings joy. That is the mystery we should strive for. If we feel unhappy, sad, forlorn, abandoned, forgotten, or taken for granted. Let it be. If we can find joy in our souls we are blessed and at peace. Joy brings hope and hope brings joy.
This Advent, prepare the way of the Lord. With prayer,  the Sacrament of Reconciliation that is available on Wednesday evenings and Saturday afternoons, and especially a time for quiet meditation make a desert for yourselves and allow the truth, the peace, the hope and the joy of the Lord settle in your souls and fill up your hearts. 
Perhaps you can find a path through the desert with a video or a movie or a CD or a book at Formed.org at our website BMTDepew.org.

Because of a prayerful Advent may you sing the song of the Psalm : “The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.”

